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village Soviets there are twenty per cent, women
members and five thousand women Presidents.
To conclude, women influence the whole of life
and help to mould its new forms by their determining
action, for nothing is done without them, much less
in opposition to them, and mother and child occupy
not only a prominent but a central position in public
interest.
In the Victorian Age sedateness was the highest
virtue. Have not times changed since then ? If any
one of you has read that wonderful novel " Rebel
Generation" by the great Dutch writer, Van Kuler, the
gradual transformation of the attitude both from a
man's as well as from a woman's point of view of
this question would appear to such a reader in a
very graphic and yet pathetic manner through the
characters of this book. Is it not true that what is
truly feminine is what a man thinks to be so in his
own interests and even from that angle of vision is
it not relative in the sense that it changes from gene-
ration to generation? Whatever may be her ultimate
goal a woman is no longer to be considered a mere
biological necessity, nor the incarnation of Maya. Both
these conceptions, one a realistic one, and the other
purely imaginative, have now ceased to exist. Was it
not Kant, the great philosopher, who said, men and
women complete a human being. Both sexes supplement
each other." Amidst the changes through which she is
passing, I would, as a man, still say to the women: